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SUBJECT: INDO-U.S. RELATIONS: WASHINGTON VISIT OF GOI 
MEA OFFICER TEJA 

SUMMARY: INDIAN MEA OFFICIAL J.S. TEJA, JOINT SECRETARY 
FOR THE AMERICAS, HAD ROUND OF TALKS WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ATHERTON AND OTHER DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 
SEPTEMBER 9. DISCUSSIONS COVERED A NUMBER OF ISSUES 
OF BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL INTEREST INCLUDING OUR 
ARMS POLICY, SITUATION IN SOUTH ASIA, AND THE UNITED 
NATIONS. END SUMMARY. 
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1. INDIAN JOINT SECRETARY FOR THE AMERICAS J.S. TEJA, 

ON WAY HOME FROM LIMA CONFERENCE AND CONSULTATIONS 
IN LATIN AMERICA, MADE ROUND OF CALLS IN DEPARTMENT 
SEPTEMBER 9. ACCOMPANIED BY INDIAN EMBASSY DCM 
VENKATESWARAN, TEJA HAD SEPARATE MEETINGS WITH NEA 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON, IO DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY BLAKE (REPORTED SEPTEL), AND EB DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY 
GLITMAN. DUBS HOSTED A LUNCH ATTENDED BY CU DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY STULL, TOM THORNTON OF S/P, 

AND ROBERT MORLEY, NEA/INS. 

2. DISCUSSION WITH ATHERTON, ON WHICH OAKLEY (NSC) SAT IN, 
CENTERED ON BILATERAL RELATIONS, SITUATION IN SOUTH ASIA, 

AND MIDDLE EAST AGREEMENT. TEJA SAID THAT INDIA WANTS POS- 
ITIVE RELATIONS WITH U.S. AND THOUGHT THAT WE WERE NOW 
MOVING IN RIGHT DIRECTION. IN ANSWER TO QUERY AS TO HOW 
WE VIEWED STATUS ON INDO-U.S. RELATIONS, ATHERTON STRESSED 
THAT U.S. REMAINS DEEPLY COMMITTED TO PRINCIPLES ENUNCIATED 
BY THE SECRETARY DURING HIS OCTOBER 1974 VISIT TO NEW 
DELHI. U.S. GOAL WAS TO PROMOTE REGIONAL STABILITY AND TO 
ENCOURAGE THE SIMLA PROCESS. ATHERTON NOTED THAT WE HAD 
REFRAINED FROM COMMENTING PUBLICLY ON INDIAN DOMESTIC 
DEVELOPMENTS AND SAID THAT WE WISHED TO SEE AN IMPROVEMENT 
IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, WHICH HAVE HAD AN UNEVEN 
HISTORY IN RECENT YEARS. ATHERTON CALLED ATTENTION TO THE 
ADVERSE PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL REACTION THAT THE IMPOSE 
TION OF EMERGENCY POWERS HAD GENERATED IN THE U.S. AND 
THAT THIS COULD COMPLICATE THE CONDUCT OF OUR RELATIONS 
WITH INDIA. 

3. TEJA EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE RESTRAINED OFFICIAL 
USG POSITION ON T;E EMERGENCY AND GAVE THE STANDARD GOI 
RESPONSE THAT THE EMERGENCY WAS A "TEMPORARY" MEASURE 
AIMED AT INSTILLING DISCIPLINE AND SOLVING ECONOMIC PROB 
LEMS. 

4. ON SOUTH ASIA ARMS POLICY, ATHERTON EMPHASIZED THAT WE 
HAD BEEN CAREFULLY FOLLOWING OUR POLICY ANNOUNCED IN 
FEBRUARY. ALTHOUGH THERE HAD NOT BEEN ANY ARMS SALES TO 
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PAKISTAN, HE CAUTIONED TEJA THAT IN TIME THERE WOULD BE. 
OAKLEY EXPLAINED THAT WE PLANNED TO IMPLEMENT OUR POLICY 
IN SUCH A WAY THAT ANY ARMS SALES WOULD, HOPEFULLY, 
ACTUALLY ENHANCE REGIONAL STABILITY. HE ADDED THAT THE 
U.S. WOULD MAINLY BE SELLING PAKISTAN DEFENSIVE WEAPONS. 

5. TEJA REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT WISH TO REVIEW 
OUR DIFFERING POSITIONS ON ARMS SUPPLY, HE HOPED WE WOULD 
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CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE TIMING OF ANY SALES WE MIGHT MAKE 
TO PAKS. HE ADDED THAT PAKISTAN WAS ASTUTE AT GETTING ARMS 
FROM THE CHINESE AND SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES AND ALSO RE- 
FERRED TO "OIL MONEY" THAT WAS BEING PUT TO WORK FOR THIS 
PURPOSE. 

6. OAKLEY POSED THE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE SITUATION 

IN SOUTH ASIA NOW WAS MORE UNSETTLED COMPARED WITH A YEAR 
AGO. TEJA REVIEWED DEVELOPMENTS, SAYING THAT INDIA 
PLACED A PREMIUM ON RELATIONS WITH ITS 

NEIGHBORS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED A SLOWING OF THE SIMLA 
PROCESS AND CLAIMED THAT PAKISTAN WAS UNDERMINING SOME 
OF THE PREVIOUS PROGRESS: FOR EXAMPLE, BY SETTING UP 
A PERMIT SYSTEM FOR CROSS-BORDER TRAVEL. HOWEVER, 

INDIA, TEJA SAID, IS PATIENT AND WILLING TO WAIT. 

REPLYING TO ATHERTON'S QUESTION, HE SAID HE THOUGHT A 
DATE WOULD SOON BE SET FOR A RESUMPTION OF THE CIVIL 
AVIATION TALKS. 

7. AS FOR BANGLADESH, TEJA SAID THAT WHILE GOI 
REGRETTED THE KILLING OF MUJIB IT WAS CONTINUING TO 
CARRY ON RELATIONS WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, 

HE EXPRESSED FEAR THAT UNNAMED FOREIGN NATIONS MIGHT 
MEDDLE IN BANGLADESH AND CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR INDIA. 

TEJA DISCOUNTED THE POSSIBILITY OF A CLASH BETWEEN 
AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN STARTED BY THE AFGHANS. 

8. AT THE REQUEST OF THE INDIANS, ATHERTON AND OAKLEY 
COMMENTED ON THE RECENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND 
ISRAEL AND FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR THE MIDDLE EAST. TEJA 
AND VENKATESWARAN WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 

I EARNING HOW WE VIEWED THE SOVIET ROLE AND THE POSSI- 
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BILITY OF A RESUMPTION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

ATHERTON EXPLAINED THAT WE RECOGNIZED THAT THE SOVIETS 
WOULD INEVITABLY HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN ACHIEVING AN 
OVERALL SETTLEMENT AND THAT THE U.S. WAS BY NO MEANS 
OPPOSED TO A RESUMPTION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AS 
LONG AS THERE WAS ADEQUATE GROUNDWORK LAID BEFOREHAND. 
TEJA INQUIRED ABOUT U.S. RELATIONS WITH THE PERSIAN 
GULF STATES AND WAS ASSURED THAT THEY WERE GOOD. 

9. U.N. AND MULTILATERAL ISSUES CAME UP IN ALL OF 
TEJA’S MEETINGS. ATHERTON THANKED INDIA FOR ITS 
RECENT FAVORABLE VOTE ON THE PUERTO RICO ISSUE AND ITS 
OPPOSITION TO THE IDEA OF SUSPENDING ISRAEL FROM THE 
U.N. DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES STRESSED TO TEJA 
OUR INTEREST IN MAKING PROGRESS ON MULTILATERAL 
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ECONOMIC ISSUES. WE CITED SECRETARY'S SEPTEMBER 1 
SPEECH AND THE MANY CONCRETE PROPOSALS IT CONTAINED AS 
AN INDICATION OF OUR INTEREST IN TACKLING WORLD ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS AND SOUGHT INDIAN COOPERATION IN THIS ENDEAVOR. 

TEJA, STRESSING GOI DESIRE FOR CONTINUED COOPERATION 
AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH U.S., SUGGESTED THAT OUR U.N. 

DELEGATIONS SHOULD KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH. KISSINGER 
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